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A residential landscape design 
firm, Bonick Landscaping has 

been designing, building and main-
taining outdoor environments for 
more than 30 years. Founder Glenn 
Bonick and his team’s design excel-
lence attract clients with the highest 
standards looking for out-of-the-
ordinary, luxury landscape designs 
offering the best in service, work-
manship and plantings. Their clients 
know that if you want the job done 
right, you want to work with Bonick 
Landscaping.
 A case in point is one of this year’s 
NALP Judges Award-winning proj-
ects: Westover Hills, a mid-century 
modern estate of four acres in Ft. 
Worth, Texas. After a lengthy vacan-
cy, the new owner decided to reno-
vate the site and employed a leading 
ASLA award-winning landscape 
architect for its redesign. Bonick 
Landscaping was responsible for the 
installation of all the components of 
the exterior landscape. Major features 
include a motor court with a biolog-

ical water feature 
and koi pond, nu-
merous large-scale 
sculptures and their 
respective gardens, 
a cobblestone 
dancing deck foun-
tain, an exposed 
aggregate fire pit 
and a pool of black 
granite with dual 
negative edges.
 “We’re very 
proud of this proj-
ect,” Bonick said. 
“It was amazingly technical. Our 
team really worked hard to execute 
it to the highest level of detail.”
 The project was not without 
challenges. The site is located on 
a terraced hillside with an overall 
grade change of 60 feet and also 
included some underground water. 
Mature trees and an existing marble 
walkway at the front motor court 
and covered entry had to be pre-
served. The existing rear terrace was 

designed on a 3-foot grid, which was 
maintained in a large part with the 
new program scope by the land-
scape architect.
 Bonick said the opportunity of 
working with the landscape archi-
tect required precision accuracy 
and the highest level of expectation 
for executing the project. The team 
collaborated admirably and met all 
challenges. Due to the grade change, 
only key access points were allowed, 
and large items like sculpture and 
stone slabs had to be craned in from 
these points. An extensive system of 
French drains addressed the under-
ground water on the site.
 The project took more than two 
years to execute and involved Bon-
ick’s entire team of craftsman and 
subcontractors to execute the high 
level of detail. And based on the 
photos on this page and the learned 
opinions of the NALP judges, the 
project was incredibly successful.
 Bonick said that hearing his name 
called during the Awards Dinner in 
Louisville was “pretty exciting. It’s 
quite an honor because there were 
some amazing projects submitted this 
year. I’m humbled that our work was 
selected. The award has been a huge 
morale boost for our entire team.”  7

JUDGES AWARD WINNER: BONICK LANDSCAPING, INC.
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Dennis’ 7 Dees, Portland, Ore., 
is a company with deep roots, 

employing 100-plus hardworking, 
lifelong employees. In its fourth 
generation of family ownership by 
three of the Snodgrass brothers, the 
company’s local focus extends be-
yond the landscapes and gardening 
knowledge they provide. They are 
dedicated to supporting their com-
munity and helping it grow.
 Since 1956, the Snodgrass family 
has been growing customers for life 
by designing, building and maintain-
ing beautiful landscapes to thrive for 
generations just like they have. And 
now one of those beautiful land-
scape projects has earned them both 
a Judges Award and the Audience 
Choice Award at LANDSCAPES 2016.
 The Halcyon Estate is a custom 
7,400-square foot home in Tuala-
tin, Ore., a southwestern suburb of 
Portland. The intent of the Dennis’ 
7 Dees project was to create a living 
environment that connects the exteri-
or of the estate with the interior and 
to foster as much outdoor activity as 
possible. The home was created with 
many natural elements on the inside, 
and the owners desired a continual 
connection between those interior 
elements and the extensive exterior 
living space. 
 The site of the estate is flat and 
surrounded by a commercial busi-
ness operation. The challenge was to 
screen out the commercial business 
structures and create uncompromised 
privacy and the feeling that you were 
completely in nature surrounded by 
water bodies and streams in a place 
that had absolutely none of these 
elements to begin with. 
 Dennis’ 7 Dees blended more 
than 3,000 cubic yards of soil from 
the house and pool excavation with 

compost and used it to create large 
berms for topography change that set 
up the screening plants. Some 350 
tons of mossy basalt boulders were 
used in the landscape, and 60 tons 
of Montana ledge stone was used on 
the columns, outdoor fireplace and 
wall treatment along with variegat-
ed blue stone for the fire pit patio. 
These elements helped create a natu-
ral earthy feeling. 
 The intent was for the pool to 
resemble a natural lake-like water 
feature rather than a pool. Boulders 
used for the pool weighed as much 
as 8 tons each. Crane access was 
very limited and required a long 
reach to set the heavy boulders, so 
an 80,000-pound track hoe was nec-
essary. 
 The courtyard water features were 
installed directly against the window 
foundation and were designed to 
give a clean look from window to 
water without obstruction. Careful at-
tention was needed to avoid wicking 
water along the foundation walls.
 At the saltwater pool and fresh wa-
ter stream interface, separation was 
needed so that waters wouldn’t mix, 
especially since there are Koi in the 

stream and pond below. To main-
tain the illusion that all water was 
in fact connected and that the pond 
water continued down the stream, a 
separation wall under the bridge was 
created. Special attention was given 
to the water levels so everything 
appeared connected.
 A stream passes under a glass floor 
inside the house and continues to 
a pond beyond. Plants and irriga-
tion had to be carefully coordinated 
with the house bridge installation. 
The glass floor inside was extremely 
heavy and fragile, which required 
absolute precision setting the glass 
panels in place in order to avoid 
chipping. Each was 2-inches thick, 
weighed about 500 pounds apiece 
and was set in place by many helpful 
hands.  7

JUDGES AWARD AND AUDIENCE CHOICE AWARD WINNER:  
DENNIS’ 7 DEES LANDSCAPING & GARDEN CENTERS
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New York City’s Chelsea Land-
mark bills itself as “a collection 

of sophisticated rental apartments 
located at the intersection of NoMad, 
Flatiron and Chelsea.” The building 
offers a variety of luxury services 
and amenities in order to compete 
in the highly competitive Manhattan 
rental market. To help maintain its 
position in the market, the building 
management company decided to 
update and upgrade the common 
amenity spaces on the third floor 
of the building, which includes an 
outdoor terrace of more than 8,000 
square feet.
 Enter Town and Gardens Ltd., one 
of New York’s premier design/build 
firms and thanks to this project, now 
one of NALP’s Judges Award win-
ners.
 “This project is certainly special to 
us,” said Town and Gardens Pres-
ident Don Sussman. “A longtime 
client trusted in us. They could have 
easily selected a number of promi-
nent landscape architect firms, but 
they trusted us with the whole proj-
ect. That really spoke to us.”
 The building’s existing terrace had 
been underutilized, as the original 
design functioned primarily as a 

visual garden to be viewed from the 
25-plus floors above, with only a 
handful of sun loungers. “We wanted 
to make a profound change in the 
way the building looked and was 
utilized,” Sussman said. “It was not 
user-friendly, not enjoyable. Too 
many spaces are developed that look 
good but just aren’t used.”
 The building’s new “Club 3” Ter-
race was part of a larger rebranding 
of the building’s third-floor reno-
vations to accommodate expanded 
gym facilities, indoor lounges, a new 
library and conference rooms. The 
new terrace design included several 
BBQ stations and multiple outdoor 
“rooms” that provide seating for 
small and large groups with a new 
ability to rent portions of the terrace 
for private events.
 The project posed many challeng-
es. The third-floor terrace is situated 
among several residential towers, 
resulting in multiple microclimates 
on the terrace itself due to the path 
of the sun and the position of the 
neighboring buildings. Town and 
Garden’s planting design responded 
to the unique sun/shade conditions 
by integrating large portions of the 
terrace into intensive green roof 

areas with a planting palette that 
would unify the entire terrace.
 Dictated by a limited installation 
budget, the client requested that 
Town and Garden maximize the 
reuse of existing materials on the 
terrace, rather than starting from a 
clean palette. The design-build team 
carefully analyzed the existing condi-
tions to determine how to maximize 
the reuse of existing planters, pavers 
and other hardscape materials. It was 
critical that they carefully coordinat-
ed the sequencing of elements that 
were selected to be demolished and 
removed from the site in the most 
efficient manner.
 Sussman said the most difficult 
challenges arose due to the multiple 
delays created by the interior ren-
ovation work. Their ability to work 
on the exterior terrace as they had 
planned was significantly affected. 
The GC was unable to “turn over” 
large portions of the terrace space to 
the installation team, so to meet the 
client’s deadline, they had to start 
work amongst other trades. Due to 
the delays, the team had to rese-
quence the installation process. This 
meant fabricating the majority of the 
carpentry scope (planters and deck-
ing) off-site and then bringing them 
on in modular units.
 Town and Gardens arranged for 
one day of craning for the new ter-
race materials, which included almost 
two-dozen pallets of new soils, gravel 
and large rolls of synthetic grass. 
The staff is well-versed in the cho-
reography and execution of crane 
days, but what made this particular 
job complicated was the presence 
of an active parking garage and a 
grocery store operating on the first 
floor of the building. The staff adeptly 
maneuvered freight trucks, crane and 
forklift alongside the deliveries of to 
the grocery and constant flow of cars 
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JUDGES AWARD WINNER: TOWN AND GARDENS LTD.
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Union Leasing is a different kind of fleet management company. Of course, we provide customized services 
and industry-leading technology. But we do a lot more than that. What really sets us apart is our high-touch, 
personal service. Our dedicated Account Managers are here for you, day in and day out, to make your job 
easier and business run better. At Union Leasing, you always know the person on the other end of the 
phone – and they know you, and your business.

Find out how we can help your business run even better at info.unionleasing.com\wecanhelp

entering/existing the parking structure. Safety 
was paramount throughout the process.
 Upon hearing his company’s name called 
during the ceremony, Sussman offered a 
wide-angle view. “We’ve been participants for 
more than 20 years, and hearing your name 
called is certainly gratifying, but being a part of 
NALP is the most gratifying part,” he said. “We 
use many of the services and urge others to do 
so as well. For example, if we have a prob-
lem with a contract, we can make a call and 
get help. Many young companies just starting 
out are asked to sign these big contracts that 
simply aren’t familiar to them. It puts them at 
a disadvantage. But they can get help from 
NALP. We are excited to support NALP because 
of everything it means to us.”  7
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