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CERTIFICATION UPDATE

Having at least 15 team members 
who are Landscape Industry 
Certified says something about 
your company. For Kurt Bland, 
Landscape Industry Certified, 
owner of Bland Landscape 
Company in Apex, N.C., it says 

that his five-member executive management team and 
middle managers are committed to a career and the 
industry. Three members of his management team 
also hold dual certification as Landscape Industry 
Certified Technicians, which, Bland believes, tells other 
employees they’ve “been there and done that.”

To say that this NALP member takes his certification 
seriously is an understatement. He also requires all 
account managers to be Landscape Industry Certified, 

either before they’re promoted or at least by the end of 
the first year in the job. 

“College horticulture curricula vary from school to 
school,” he explained. “In my opinion, individuals 
who complete college and then pursue Landscape 
Industry Certification not only have a well-rounded 
education, but also demonstrate competency specific 
to our industry.” He added that students who earn 
Landscape Industry Certification prior to graduation 
automatically have an advantage when competing for 
jobs within the industry. 

GOING IN, WHOLE HOG
Bland earned a second major from North Carolina State 
in 2000 and competed in Student Career Days (recently 
rebranded as the National Collegiate Landscape 

Kurt Bland

CERTIFICATION EQUALS COMMITMENT  
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PRINCIPLES OF 
TURFGRASS 
MANAGEMENT 
COURSE NOW 
AVAILABLE ONLINE
The Principles of Turfgrass Manage-
ment certification program, previ-
ously offered only as a print-based 
self-study course, is now available 
online. The course, offered through 
the University of Georgia Center for 
Continuing Education in partner-
ship with NALP, will continue to be 
a self-guided study focusing on the 
principles of warm- and cool-season 
turfgrass establishment, growth, 
maintenance and troubleshooting. 

The web-based course and 
materials include interactive prac-
tice quizzes and exercises. Reg-
istrants will have 12 months from 
their enrollment date to complete 
the course and earn their certifi-
cate. Passing this international turf 
program will earn them the Land-
scape Industry Certified Lawn Care 
Manager credential.

“Becoming nationally certified has 
helped me advance my career and 
better understand the industry. I’ve 

been able to stand out from other 
operators and our company has 
profited. We’ve promoted my lawn 
care and ornamental certifications—
or Landscape Industry Certified—in 
bid proposals, which has given us 
a winning edge. I consider certifi-
cation through NALP an essential 
part of my personal growth and 
our company’s success,” said Skip 
Thompson, Landscape Industry 
Certified Manager & Technician, 
Tidewater Landscape Management.

One attempt at each of two 
proctored exams is included in the 
course fee and students are respon-
sible for locating a suitable facility 
and scheduling the exams. They 
are also responsible for paying any 
fees assessed by testing centers/
proctors. Note: While the printed text 
is not required for the online course, 
students have the option of purchas-
ing the text for an additional fee.

The program offers NALP 
membership and military discounts. 
For more information, visit 
georgiacenter.uga.edu/turf, email 
student@georgiacenter.uga.edu, or 
call 706-542-3537.

Competition) at Mississippi State 
that year. “I said at the time that 
if SCD were ever held in Raleigh, 
I would want to help make it 
memorable. Well, this is the year.” 

His company hosted the 
student reception on March 12. 
“We teamed up with other NALP 
members, James River Grounds 
Management, Engledow, and 
Landmark Landscapes and 
suppliers Gravely, BOSS LM 
and Gregory Poole Caterpillar, 
to put on a super event for the 
students,” said Bland. “There 
were games, a bonfire, desserts 
and more, but not much if any 
food left over.” Eight hundred 
students dined on 10 whole 
hogs, 300 pounds of catfish, 
smoked turkeys, fried pickle 
chips and other native fare. 

The reception was indeed 
memorable for students, 
including some who would 
graduate with a Landscape 
Industry Certified advantage. 
It also demonstrated Bland’s 
commitment to the industry and 
the education that’s so vital for its 
future leaders. 
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