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What has the “new” NALP Done to Advocate for the Industry Lately?  

One year ago, NALP’s Board of Directors committed to delivering “relentless advocacy” for 
the industry to ensure members’ needs and interests are represented to outside 
stakeholders, particularly elected officials at all levels of government and the business-
buying public. NALP’s strengthened advocacy efforts – in City Halls and in the hallowed halls 
of Congress and through national morning news shows and in small town newspapers - 
showcase the important benefits healthy lawns and landscapes provide for families, their 
communities, and the environment, touting the advantages of managed landscapes where 
we live, work, and play. One year later – what has been accomplished? We are glad you 
asked… 

Strengthening Our Foundation 

 NALP created a policy agenda, based on input from the membership, to ensure the 
association’s resources are focused on issues that matter most to the industry: 

Tier I Focus– NALP WILL BE AN ISSUE LEADER 

o Federal: H2B  
o State: Fertilizer and/or pesticide bans, restrictions or limitations, water 

quality and quantity issues 
o Local: Fertilizer and/or pesticide bans, restrictions or limitations 

Tier II Focus– NALP WILL BE AN ISSUE SUPPORTER 

o Federal: WOTUS, EPA pesticide-related 
o State: Pollinators/Neonicotinoids, USEPA Pesticide applicator certification 

training rule 
o Local: Noise pollution/Blower Bans  
o Green Building Codes: Codes and ordinances limiting turf grass to manage 

landscapes (national, state, and local action) 

Tier III Focus – NALP WILL BE AN ISSUE COMMUNICATOR 

o Federal: Lyme disease research, wage and OT, e-verify, OSHA mandates, DOT 
mandates 
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 Restructured NALP-PAC to strengthen NALP’s ability to work on behalf of the industry. Now 
supporting pro-business candidates at all level of government.  

 Created a Crisis Communication Committee to guide the industry’s response in the event of 
a situation warranting immediate or substantial messaging and action 

Creating Tools and Collateral for Effective Advocacy 

• Created one-pager on common myths and misperceptions about the landscape industry  
• Created one-pager on benefits of healthy landscapes 
• Created infographic on benefits of healthy lawns and landscapes 
• Created video that promotes the value of healthy lawns and landscapes to help counter 

activist messaging in local communities 
• Created model op/ed for members’ use in fighting against local pesticide bans/restrictions 
• Created one pager about pollinator health and neonicotinoids 
• Create one pager with information on natural vs synthetic turf  
• Created state-by-state guide on the status of preemption for fertilizer and pesticides  
• Published summary of state bills NALP is tracking that are of relevance to the industry  
• Created Issue Dashboard for members to see quick summaries of recent public policy 

actions on NALP’s issues of importance  
• Created videos that explains H2B program to legislators* 
• Created “infographic” that explains the H2B program to legislators* 
• Created website that provides information about the H2B program to legislators, the media, 

and other interested parties* 
• Created landscape professional H-2B video that features 2 NALP member companies* 
• Created H-2B “Myths and Facts” one-pager 
• Armed members with tools to be effective industry advocates on Capitol Hill, in State 

Houses, and before local elected officials, including the launch of a suite of materials about 
effective advocacy 
 
*Through H2B Coalition 

Representing and Showcasing the Industry 

To Elected Officials…  

• Visited with more than 100 Congressional offices to discuss H-2B, pesticide regulations, the 
Clean Water Act, and other industry related proposals  

• Met with Department of Labor and US Citizenship and Immigration Services officials to 
discuss H-2B processing delays and efficiency concepts 

• Welcomed several dozen Congressional staffers to our new Landscape Learning Labs that 
were held in conjunction with Legislative Day to offer education about healthy lawns and 
landscapes  

• Conducted media campaign to stress the importance of reauthorizing the H2B returning 
worker exemption, and to address Agency flaws that make the program difficult  

 

 

https://www.loveyourlandscape.org/media/20348/myths-and-misperceptions-one-pager-final.pdf
https://www.loveyourlandscape.org/media/20347/healthy-landscapes-one-pager-final.pdf
https://www.loveyourlandscape.org/media/20351/benefits-landscaping-infographic-resized.pdf
https://www.loveyourlandscape.org/expert-advice/landscaping-essentials/enhancing-your-landscape/the-benefits-of-healthy-lawns-landscapes/
https://www.loveyourlandscape.org/media/20363/pollinator-health-education.pdf
http://www.landscapeprofessionals.org/nalp/sign-in.aspx?LoginRedirect=true&returnurl=%2fnalp%2fmembers%2fsecure%2fsecure-document-adv.aspx%3f%2fimages%2fnalpftp%2fnalp%2fadvocacy%2fdocuments%2fPublic-Policy-Matrix.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UTYVEirlu3o
http://www.h2bworkforcecoalition.com/page.asp?content=infographic_3_16&g=H2B
http://www.h2bworkforcecoalition.com/page.asp?content=startpage&g=h2b
https://www.facebook.com/H2BWorkforce/videos/vb.1726745417539737/1767945916753020/?type=2&theater
http://www.h2bworkforcecoalition.com/page.asp?content=myth_vs_fact&g=H2B
https://www.landscapeprofessionals.org/nalp/nalp/advocacy/tools-tips.aspx
https://www.landscapeprofessionals.org/nalp/nalp/advocacy/tools-tips.aspx
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To Home and Business Owners… 

• Launched LoveYourLandscape site for consumers, housing more than 200 articles, videos, 
and others resources on lawn care and landscaping, with fresh content added monthly   

• Created a social media presence (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Pinterest) to engage 
with consumers. Already earned more tens of thousands of followers. 

• Secured 10 national broadcast segments this spring (CNN’s HLN and Fox and Friends), 
beginning our reputation as a trusted authority on lawn care and landscapes 

• Earned more than 200 million media impressions (broadcast, print, and online) through 
aggressive public relations efforts that showcase the value of healthy lawns and landscapes 
and the value brought by professionals  

• Showcasing the financial and enjoyment benefits offered by enhancements to backyards 
through recent survey conducted in partnership with the National Association of REALTORS  

• Defended the integrity of the industry by authoring numerous Letters to the Editors and 
Op/Ed pieces when inaccurate information has been published by the media 
 

And this is just enhancements to our public affairs structure! Look at our Score Card to see the wins 
we are earning for the industry on policy issues that matter most. NALP is proud of all that it is 
doing to advocate for the needs of your business and will continue to provide the voice of the 
industry where it needs to be shared.  If you have any questions, comments or suggestions about 
NALP’s advocacy efforts, please contact Missy Henriksen, Vice President of Public Affairs or Paul 
Mendelsohn, Vice President of Government Relations.  

 

  

http://www.loveyourlandscape.org/
https://www.facebook.com/loveyourlandscape/?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/LoveYrLandscape
https://www.instagram.com/loveyourlandscape/
https://www.pinterest.com/loveyrlandscape/
mailto:missy@landscapeprofessionals.org
mailto:paul@landscapeprofessionals.org
mailto:paul@landscapeprofessionals.org


4 
 

 
Issue Management Score Card 

As of September 2016 

2016 Public Policy Wins to Date 

Federal 
• Passage of legislation to block WOTUS (vetoed by Obama) 
• Inclusion of H-2B regulatory relief measures in 2017 House Labor Appropriations bill 
• Inclusion of H-2B regulatory relief measures in 2017 Senate Labor, Health and Human Services 

Appropriations bill 
• Inclusion of “returning worker exemption” in 2017 House Homeland Security Appropriations Bill 

State*  
• Defeated Illinois legislation to ban use of neonics in residential settings 
• Exempted landscape professionals from neonic ban legislation in Maryland 
• Oregon signed into law measures creating modifications to the state landscape contractor 

license requirements making available a “License Practical Skills Examination.” NALP assisted 
extensively in the bills drafting 

• Amended enacted legislation in Vermont to include industry representation on Pollinator Health 
Task Force. 

Local*  
• Legislation to ban gas-powered leaf blowers in Brookline Massachusetts was tabled 
• A proposal to limit the use of fertilizer on residential lawns in Charlestown Rhode Island was 

brought up for a vote, discussed and tabled following discussion 
• Miami Beach City Council did not act on a proposed glyphosate ban 

 
*(it is highly likely that these bills will be reintroduced next year) 

2016 Losses 

• The final Federal Overtime rule was issued on May 18, and is scheduled to go into effect on 
December 1, 2016 

• Maplewood, New Jersey passed a seasonal ban on all commercial leaf blower use 
• Village of Grayslake, Illinois banned the use of phosphorous-based fertilizers for lawn care and 

landscaping 
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Other issues of note 

• Connecticut, Maryland, and Vermont enacted legislation to restrict the sale of neonics at the 
retail level, but the states will still allow for certified applicators to use the substances, so the 
ban should not impact landscape professionals 

 Still In Play  

Federal 
• H-2B (Tier 1) – NALP continues to provide leadership on H-2B, and with the inclusion of 

favorable language in appropriations bills, is well positioned strategically to advocate for an 
extension of the returning worker extension and regulatory relief when Congress takes action 
on the issue 

• WOTUS (Tier 2) – The 6th Circuit Court is expected to issue a ruling that will almost certainly be 
appealed to the Supreme Court, regardless of outcome, but is not likely to rule on the issue until 
after the election or early in 2017  

• Green Building Codes (Tier 2) - Working with the Greenscapes Alliance to advocate for codes 
and standards organizations to adopt language that does not restrict the use of natural turf 
grass in their sustainability related model codes and working to advocate the United States 
Green Building Council to adopt a performance based model to allow for greater natural turf use 
under LEED sustainable sites criteria 
 

State  
• Pesticide and Fertilizer Bans or Restrictions – At height of legislative sessions tracked 122 bills in 

multiple states 
• No legislation has been signed into law that would restrict or ban fertilizer or pesticide use for 

landscape professionals in the 43 states that have concluded their 2016 legislative sessions 
• In states that remain in legislative session, no bills related to fertilizer or pesticide regulation 

have passed their house of origin, nor are there any that are scheduled for a public hearing 

Local 
• Pesticides (Tier 1) 

o Several communities in the vicinity of Portland Maine are still considering pesticide bans 
with further discussion anticipated later this fall  

o Gaithersburg Maryland is still undecided regarding adoption of the Montgomery County 
pesticide ordinance which restricts the use of all pesticides for “cosmetic purposes” 

• Fertilizer (Tier 1) –The Suffolk County (NY) Legislature is still considering legislation to restrict 
fertilizer nitrogen content 

• Leaf Blower Ban (Tier 2) 
o Newton, Massachusetts is considering a ban of all leaf blowers between Memorial Day 

and Labor Day.  
o A proposal to ban the sale or use of all gas-powered leaf blowers is currently under 

consideration in Washington DC 
o Citizens in Sonoma California will vote on a ballot proposal to determine whether or not 

to adopt a leaf blower ban passed by their city council in March  


