
Industry companies range in size from small 
businesses with a handful of employees to billion 
dollar firms with national reach.  In all these 
companies, professionals are highly-skilled 
specialists who are passionate about their role as 
stewards of the environment.

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
LANDSCAPE PROFESSIONALS 
REPRESENTS THE INDUSTRY
The National Association of Landscape Professionals (NALP) is the trade 
association for the landscape industry. Member companies specialize in 
lawn care, landscape design and installation, landscape maintenance, 
tree care, irrigation and water management, and interior plantscaping. 
Members also include students, consultants, and industry suppliers.  
NALP supports industry professionals with training, technical guidance, 
certification offerings, and a commitment to relentless advocacy at local, 
state, and federal levels. 

LANDSCAPE PROFESSIONALS 
HAVE A SIGNIFICANT EFFECT 
ON OUR NATION’S ECONOMY
The professional landscape industry is thriving 
and its success results in significant job creation 
and positively impacts the American economy. 
The landscape industry produces an annual 
revenue of $78 billion, comprises 495,157 
businesses, employs 982,220 workers, and 

from 2011 to 2016 grew at a rate of 4.6% per year1. The industry also 
supports a large manufacturing segment of the economy that supplies 
the necessary machinery and equipment and other materials like plants, 
construction supplies, and products that enable good plant health.

LANDSCAPE PROFESSIONALS ARE OFTEN 
SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS
Despite its tremendous size, the majority of landscape service providers 
are small business men and women. Average company revenues are 

HEALTHY LANDSCAPES ARE  
THE ROOT OF HAPPINESS IN AMERICA

LANDSCAPE PROFESSIONALS  
HELP FAMILIES, THEIR COMMUNITIES,  
AND THE ENVIRONMENT

The landscape industry is comprised of nearly one million landscape, 
lawn care, and tree care professionals who create and maintain healthy green spaces 

where Americans live, work, and play. Not only does their work make our communities more 
beautiful but it provides essential environmental benefits - such as oxygen, air purification, 
and protection of waterways - and it helps sustain our ecosystem by offering food and shelter 
for wildlife and pollinators. Healthy lawns and landscapes keep out disease carrying insects 
and protect against Zika, West Nile Virus, Rocky Mountain spotted fever and other vector-
borne illnesses. The work done by landscape professionals in backyards, sports fields, parks, 
gardens, schools, commercial spaces and municipalities makes our communities healthier 
and enriches our quality of life. 



estimated between $600,000 and $1 million annually and there is an 
average of only six employees per company. Regulations, wage and hour 
requirements, immigration law changes, health care costs, and business 
tax rates can all have a significant impact on the lives and livelihood of 
landscape professionals.

THE PROFESSIONAL LANDSCAPE INDUSTRY 
CREATES JOBS
Thousands of students graduate annually from 2-year and 4-year college 
programs in horticulture and landscape management and join the 
industry. They are trained in business development, marketing and sales, 
horticulture, and landscape design and maintenance. Most all students 
have their choices of jobs upon graduation as the industry seeks to fill 
300,000 jobs annually. There is still a chronic shortage of qualified 
employees at all levels from lawn care and landscape technicians and 
managers to landscape designers and sustainability experts. The industry 
needs more qualified men and women to meet the demand.

LANDSCAPE PROFESSIONALS WANT TO 
WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH ELECTED 
OFFICIALS
Because landscape professionals are committed to their communities, 
most are very involved in their cities and towns – serving on civic boards, 
managing volunteer initiatives, and making a positive impact on the lives 

of their neighbors. For policymakers, landscape professionals are often an 
untapped - yet extraordinarily valuable - resource. As professionals who 
are intimately involved with many of today’s most relevant public policy 
issues, landscape professionals can provide insight, analysis, and opinion 
on a wide range of topics.

With more than 4000 members around the country who have the expertise 
and background to provide such expert commentary, NALP deserves a 
place on your “must-call frequently” list. From industry specific issues 
such as clean water, sustainability, environmental health and the need for 
a reliable seasonal workforce, to more general business issues such as 
taxes and wages, NALP and our members stand ready to offer assistance.  

For more information about NALP or to contact a landscape professional in your area,  
contact Paul Mendelsohn, Vice President of Government Relations at 800-395-2522  
or paul@landscapeprofessionals.org. To learn more about the benefits healthy  
managed landscapes offer, visit www.LoveYourLandscape.org.  

For policymakers, landscape 
professionals are often an untapped –  
yet extraordinarily valuable – resource.

1 IBIS Market Research Report for Landscape Services in the United States (July 2016)


