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TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO THE LEAF BLOWER REGULATION AMENDMENT ACT OF 2017, B22-034 
 
Chairman Mendelson and Members of the Council, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to speak this afternoon.  My name is Bob Mann and I am the Director of 
State and Local Government Relations for the National Association of Landscape Professionals (NALP) 
headquartered in Fairfax, Virginia.  I represent over 900 NALP member companies in the District and the 
surrounding counties in Virginia and Maryland that maintain landscapes in Washington. 
 
NALP opposes this proposed regulation.  I want to acknowledge the concerns of those who have come 
here today.  As you might be aware, leaf blower ban proposals are not unique to the District, leading NALP 
to take tangible steps to ensure that all companies are aware of best practices as leaf blowers are a 
necessary and vital part of our industry’s toolbox. 
 
Together with our colleagues at the Outdoor Power Equipment Institute (OPEI), we have developed and 
are implementing the Backpack Blower Safety and Responsible Operation Pledge, as well as Tips for 
Backpack Blower Safe and Courteous Operation.  As we work towards enrolling all our members in this 
program, we train operators to follow best practices at all times, resulting in an effective balance of 
community stewardship, and protection of our environment. 
 
As a practical matter, gasoline-powered leaf blowers are indispensable tools that are necessary in 
keeping the District beautiful.  Millions of people come from all over the world to visit Washington and 
enjoy the over 7,500 acres of parks and marvel at the beautiful landscapes.  Trees, lawns, and gardens are 
naturally messy spaces that require constant tending, especially in the early spring and the autumn when 
tree leaves drop.  There is simply no viable alternative to gasoline powered blowers.  While excellent for 
homeowner use, the electric powered blowers on the market today do not have sufficient power or 
duration to replace gasoline engines for professional use. 
 
Leaf blowers are labor multipliers; an employee with a blower can accomplish what two or more 
employees can accomplish with manual tools.  In an economy where the unemployment rate is in the 
single digits, landscape contractors are finding it impossible to find sufficient quantities of employees to 
meet demand.  There simply aren’t enough employees to wield leaf rakes to replace the work performed 
by leaf blowers.  Mind you, the language in this bill does not differentiate between small, portable blowers 
and large-scale blowers – you’re attempting to prohibit all gasoline-powered leaf blowers. 
 
Most of noise and emission problems concerning leaf blowers stem from antiquated and ill-maintained 
equipment.  More stringent regulations on small two-cycle engines from both the EPA and the California 
Air Resources Board have yielded much improved noise and emission performance.  As older equipment 
is phased out in lieu of new and better performing models, the environmental impact of these tools will 
abate.  We feel that these advances, along with our campaign to increase awareness on the part of our 
members, will help allay your concerns so that we can have both a quiet and beautifully maintained 
Washington. 
 
We respectfully request that the Council reject this measure.   
 
Thank you for your time and attention. 


