
 

 

Brookline Massachusetts Leaf Blower Ordinance Not Passed 

The National Association of Landscape Professionals worked closely for months with the local landscape 
companies to help educate the public and the 287 town meeting members who would vote on this 
revised ordinance, which would ban all leaf-blower use by the industry and homeowners. Many towns in 
Massachusetts have different ways of town input and voting on ordinances. This will not only affect 
landscape activities, but the ordinance would also affect the use of blowers to remove granular products 
off the payment when applied to lawns.  

NALP helped with a petition that got more than 500 signatures and helped support communications to 
the public through the local newspaper. As we gained momentum, they changed their proposed 
ordinance to focus on gas leaf blowers only. The vote result was to refer to a Moderator’s Committee, 
which means the Town Moderator will form a small committee, and look at this and report in May. We 
hope to have an industry member appointed to be on the study committee. The best the opposition 
could get now was a referral because they knew they could not win the vote. So the battle is not over – 
it will be prolonged while the issue is “studied” by the town of Brookline.  

Faith Michaels of Faithful Flowers Landscape Company and champion of the local industry said she 
appreciated the help she received from NALP during this entire effort.  

“Tom Delaney was key in his advice and guidance around the issue of a leaf blower ban in Brookline. 
Delaney has experience and knowledge from prior anti-leaf blower legislation in other towns that 
helped us to frame the debate. The support from NALP was invaluable.” 

 We expect to the town of Newton, Massachusetts, to be the next battle ground. They are proposing 
restrictions until June 1, 2018, and then no person, including any city employee or contractor, shall use 
or operate a leaf blower within the City of Newton. This issue is like many we face, in that those who 
oppose us are never happy with their first set of restrictions they always want to go further. 

For more information on NALP advocacy efforts, visit 
landscapeprofessionals.org/nalp/nalp/advocacy/advocacy.aspx. 

https://www.landscapeprofessionals.org/nalp/nalp/advocacy/advocacy.aspx

