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ANNUAL & PERENNIAL IDENTIFICATION 
 
Description: The student (maximum of two individuals per school) will be required to identify, by 
botanical name (genus and species) and common name, a group of 50 annual and perennial plants. 
These plants will be live samples and will be selected from the master list of plants posted to the 
NCLC website prior to the event. 
 
Time: 1 hour and 50 minutes (50 minutes per participant, as participants are split into two groups. 
One exam will start at 8 AM; the next exam will start at 9 AM.) 
 
JUDGING CRITERIA 
 
Points: 100 possible points per individual; individual scores are combined toward the team score for 
a total of 200 possible points. 
 
Each plant will be worth a maximum of two points: 
 
.5 point for correct spelling 
.5 point for genus 
.5 point for species (and cultivar, if applicable) 
.5 point for common name 
 
 Genus 

 The genus is always capitalized and the specific epithet is always in lower case.   
 Underlining the genus and the specific epithet is not required for this test. 

 Hybrids 
 Hybrid indicators should be a multiplication sign that is not italicized. 
 Interspecific hybrids are indicated by a small multiplication sign that immediately 

precedes the specific epithet. 
 Intergeneric hybrids are indicated by a large multiplication sign that immediately 

precedes the genus. 
Note:  It is often the convention that a space is inserted between the hybrid sign 
and the specific epithet or generic epithet to avoid confusion.  For this 
competition, a space after the hybrid sign will be counted as correct. 

 Using x hybrida and hybrids 
o Use xhybrida indicates that a specific cross has been given that hybrid epithet.  
o Use hybrids when there are many species in a hybrid group (e.g. Achillea 

hybrids), and a hybrid epithet has not been given. 
 Cultivars 

 Cultivars should be enclosed by single quotes and should never be italicized.  
 Each word in the cultivar name should be capitalized. 

 Common names  
 Common names should not be capitalized except for words that are proper nouns.  If 

cultivar names are used as a part of the common name, they are capitalized. 
 Only one common name is required for each plant. 
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 Spelling 

 Spelling should be assumed correct on this list.  If there is a typographical error, the 
listed spelling and the correct spelling will be accepted.  

 If there is a tie between students, spelling will be used as a tie breaker.  The student 
with the most words spelled correctly will achieve the higher place.  

 Other notes 
 Text in parentheses is for your information only and is not required on the test 

 
 
Time will only be used as a tiebreaker. 
 
Students are required to bring the following materials to the event: Two sharpened pencils with 
erasers and a clipboard. No scratch paper will be allowed into the event. 
 
Sponsor is required to supply the following materials for the event:  

 Live specimens (selected from the master list provided by NALP) 
 130 answer sheets with cover page 
 Stopwatches 
 Laminated numbers for each specimen 
 Sufficient number of judges and event monitors 
 Final solution ready for scoring the students’ solutions 
 Any other items deemed necessary for this event 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


