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H-2B BY THE NUMBERS 
 

• For FY 2022 – employers are requesting a near-record of 136,555 H-2B positions for the 
summer, more than 4 times the summer cap of 33,000. 

• The Department of Labor (DOL) certified a record 95 percent of H-2B positions as unfilled by 
U.S. workers in 2021. 

• H-2B wages have grown at twice the rate of all U.S. wages.  
• The unemployment rate in the top H-2B job (landscaping) was at a record low of 4 percent in the 

summer of 2021. 
• H-2B’s main industry (landscaping) had a record 2.3 job openings for each unemployed worker 

in the summer of 2021.  
• H-2B businesses (mainly small businesses) face declines in revenue of about $2 billion without a 

cap increase.  
• In a typical example, the Small Business Administration’s Office of Advocacy mentions one 

Maryland landscaper that advertised 25 H-2B jobs: 25 U.S. workers applied, 3 showed up for 
interviews, and only 2 lasted more than two weeks on the job.  

• The landscape industry values our seasonal guest workers, many of whom are returning workers 
that have been returning to the same landscape company for several years.  These H-2B workers 
are celebrated employees and integral members of these organizations each season.   

• NALP supports measures that ensure fair and equitable treatment and harsh penalties for the 
small number of bad actors in the program including disbarment.  
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