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Associated Landscape Contractors of Colorado becomes PLANET AEF 

State Association Ambassador 

 

HERNDON, Va., June 27, 2013 — PLANET, the national landscape industry 

association, is pleased to announce that the Associated Landscape Contractors 

of Colorado (ALCC) has pledged $100,000 to the PLANET Academic Excellence 

Foundation (PLANET AEF) scholarship fund, thereby making it the second state 

association, alongside Ohio Nursery & Landscape Association (ONLA), to be 

designated a PLANET State Association Ambassador.  

“We are very excited that ALCC has partnered with PLANET AEF with their 

scholarship fund,” said PLANET AEF President, Tom Fochtman, Landscape 

Industry Certified. “It creates more of a national presence for ALCC and the 

student recipients of the scholarships.” 

The PLANET State Association Ambassador is able to establish the criteria for its 

scholarships by deciding the amount of the scholarship, the number of 

scholarships it will give to students, and which schools within its state will receive 

these scholarships. ALCC will give out three scholarships in its name and one 

scholarship in the name of JBK Landscape, LLC. 
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“We chose to partner with PLANET AEF for a number of reasons,” said Kristen 

Fefes, ALCC executive director. “But the primary goal was to help secure the 

future of the industry. ALCC has had a scholarship program and Foundation for 

years, so partnering with PLANET AEF’s resources made sense.”  

 

PLANET AEF was formed in 1998 to promote and advance the lawn care and 

landscape services industry by supporting academic excellence. To fulfill its 

mission, the Foundation relies on tax-deductible donations and long-term 

pledges from individuals, corporations, organizations, and estates. Since its 

inception in 1998, the PLANET AEF, formerly the ALCA Educational Foundation, 

has awarded $730,000 in scholarship to 720 students.  

 

PLANET AEF accepts donations at any level. For more information about the 

PLANET AEF scholarship fund, call 800-395-2522 or visit PLANET’s website.  

 

PLANET is the national trade association representing more than 100,000 

landscape industry professionals, who create and maintain healthy, green living 

spaces for communities across America. PLANET members are committed to the 

highest standards in industry education, best practices and business 

professionalism. Many of PLANET’s professionals have attained the status of 

becoming Landscape Industry Certified, achieving the greatest level of industry 

expertise and knowledge. Visit PLANET at www.landcarenetwork.org. 
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