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ZACHARY JOHNSON NAMED PLANET AEF 2014 OUTSTANDING EDUCATOR OF THE 

YEAR 

 

HERNDON, Va., April 11, 2014 — The PLANET Academic Excellence Foundation (PLANET 

AEF) recently announced the recipient of its 2014 Outstanding Educator of the Year Award—

Zachary Johnson, Landscape Industry Certified, PLA, associate professor of Landscape Design 

and Contracting and the Landscape Business programs at Colorado State University (CSU). 

The award was presented March 23, at PLANET’s Student Career Days event, hosted by CSU 

in Fort Collins, Colo. 

 

Johnson earned a bachelor’s in Environmental Horticulture from CSU and a Master of 

Landscape Architecture degree from the University of Colorado at Denver. He brings more than 

two decades of experience in the landscape industry to the Landscape Design & Contracting 

and Landscape Business programs at CSU. His career has provided opportunities to work in the 

design, construction, and management of landscapes and gardens. His expertise is in 

residential and small-scale commercial design, emphasizing sustainable construction 

techniques.  

 

Johnson, a former Student Career Days participant, is very dedicated to helping his students 

and is committed to their success as well as the success of PLANET. He is a member of 

PLANET’s Design/Build/Installation Specialty Group and was recently elected to the PLANET 

board. In addition to his responsibilities at CSU, Johnson also owns Green Ink Designs, LLC. 

 He is also an at-large director for the Associated Landscape Contractors of Colorado and 

participates on numerous committees.  Johnson is a licensed landscape architect and holds 

multiple industry certifications.  



"I'm honored to receive this award, especially with so many other great educators in our 

profession," said Johnson. "It's always nice to be recognized for your work, particularly by peers, 

students, and industry members." 

 

The Outstanding Educator of the Year Award, developed by the PLANET AEF in cooperation 

with the PLANET Accreditation Committee, recognizes professors who have made significant 

contributions to landscape industry education. Educators nominated for this award have 

devoted time, energy, and enthusiasm to their programs and to the education of future leaders 

of the industry.  

 

For a photo, please contact Heather Finney or Lisa Schaumann.  

 

About PLANET AEF 

PLANET AEF is a $3.7 million nonprofit foundation that provides academic scholarships 

to promising students aspiring to be landscape industry professionals. Since its 

inception, PLANET AEF has provided scholarships totaling more than $816,600 for 792 

students. Donations to the 501(c)3 foundation are tax-deductible. Visit PLANET AEF at 

www.planetaef.org. 

 

About PLANET 

PLANET is the national trade association representing more than 100,000 landscape industry 

professionals, who create and maintain healthy, green living spaces for communities across 

America. PLANET members are committed to the highest standards in industry education, best 

practices and business professionalism. Many of PLANET’s professionals have attained the 

status of becoming Landscape Industry Certified, achieving the greatest level of industry 

expertise and knowledge. Visit PLANET at www.landcarenetwork.org. 
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